Faw Prints

Spring has sprung here at PAWS! As we welcome the warmth of spring, it's the
periect time to give your furry friends a little extra care. Whether you're heading
out for a desert adventure or enjoying some backyard sunshine, we're here to
ensure your pets stay healthy, hydrated, and protected from the Arizona elements.
From seasonal allergies to sun safety, our team is ready to help your cats and dogs
thrive this spring. Check out the latest updates, tips, and upcoming events we’ve
got in store for you and your four-legged family members! Let's crack into it!
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«  Regular Cleaning: Keep your home clean by
vacuuming oiten and washing your pet’s bedding
to reduce allergens in their environment.
Frequent Bathing: Bathing your pet with a gentle,
% hypoallergenic shampoo can help remove pollen

and other allergens from their coat and skin.

Wipe Their Paws: After walks, wipe your pet’s
paws and face to remove polien and dirt before
they have a chance to lick or scratch it off.

: Air Purifiers: Use air purifiers in your home o
REEETTE Y filter out allergens in the air, providing relief for
. both you and your pets.

Omega-3 Fatty Acids: These healthy fats, found in
: fish oil supplements, can help reduce

Xcessive grooming.  ....-*’ " ¢&  inflammation and support skin health. Talk to
% your vet about adding omega-3s to your pet’s
diet to help with allergy-related sKin irritation.
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Fome remedies not working? fere’s some
info on Gytopoint! (Available for dogs only)

Cytopoint is a medication commonly used to help manage allergic skin conditions in dogs, particularly atopic dermatitis.
It is a monoclonal antibody injection that targets and neutralizes a specific protein involved in the allergic reaction
process. Here's how it works: Cytopoint specilically targets Interleukin-31(IL-31), a protein that plays a significant role in
causing itching (pruritus) and inflammation in allergic reactions. IL-31is produced when a dog’s immune system reacts
to alleruens (such as pollen, dust mites, or certain foods). The medication contains a monoclonal antibody that binds to
IL-31 and neutralizes it, prevemmg it from attaching to receptors on cells that would typically trigger the itch and
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THE CRITTERS ARE COMING..
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ransmitted by mosguitoes : ile less common in
wes, even i e deseriy, _eoC NV BBSIS GAN e oy are st Watch for bees,
heartworms can cause cause rching, allergic gy _pspeciany it your scorpions, and
serious heart and lung issues  Feactions, and even dog hikes withyouor  snakes as your pets
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Prevention is much easier- They're more than a grassy areas. Ticks can

: : outdoors. Curious
and safer-than treatment, so . carry serious diseases
make sure your petisona  NUISANCE, and they love 0 poicniosisang N0SES and paws can

year-round preventative.  the warm spring temps! Lyme disease. eas“y find tmunlel
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BE WARY OF FOX‘I‘M[S ﬂND GRMS AWNS!

Foxtails and grass awns may look harmiess, but they can pose serious dangers to pets, especially
dogs. In Tucson and other dry, desert areas, these barbed seed heads are common in spring and early
summer and can be more than just an itchy annoyance-they can he downright dangerous. They can
cause serious damage to your pet's nose, ears, eyes, paws/toes, lungs, and other internal organs!
These are the seed heads of certain types of grasses, especially wild barley and other weedy grasses.
As they dry out, they become hard and sharply pointed, with tiny barbs that help them travel in one
direction—into your pet’s body. Prevention tips: Avoid tall, weedy grasses during walks or hikes. Check
your pet thoroughly after outdoor play-especially ears, paws, armpits, and hetween toes. Consider
trimming long hair in vulnerable areas during foxtail season. If your pet is suddenly limping, sneezing,
or ohsessively licking one area, get them checked out—early treatment prevents hig problems!



